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Flick of the list 
I'm quite convinced that Facebook has finally 
replaced inhaling paint fumes as Canada's favourite 
time waster. I look on Facebook and I see more 
information than I ever cared to know about my 
coworkers, colleagues, friends and frenemies. 
For example, I know everyone's political 
leanings and religious views, allowing me to make 
snap judgements about them even more easily. I can 
see who's in a relationship and who are the losers 
with no one in the whole wide world to love them. I 
can let everyone know which Star Wars character I 
would be (answer: Emperor Palpatine), which Disney 
princess I would be (answer: Jasmine) and I can use 
the Catbook application to make sure my cats have 
friends, even though my cats would never want any 
friends tx;cause they only want to bring sadness and 
misfortune upon this world. 
One of my favourite developments from 
Facebook is how applications are allowing people 
to make lists. Lists of your favourite albums, lists of 
your favourite sports teams, lists of who you want to 
get in a fight with, lists of the cutest dogs ever and 
the list goes on. 
This brings up an interesting example of meta 
logic. Well, not so much interesting as brilliant. And 
not so much brilliant as needlessly long and tedious. 
With all these lists, why not a list of lists? Lists can 
be listed as well as anything, so why don't we? Here 
are my favourite lists. 
NIXON'S ENEMIES LIST: If you've ever read 
Richard Nixon's master list of political opponents, 
it might just seem like a who's who of the late '60s 
brightest stars. And how bright they are! This is the 
only place where you'll find Paul Newman, Bill 
Cosby, Gregory Peck, Jane Fonda and John Lennon 
in the same place. It reads like the guest list of a 
gala event or just the cast of a George Roy Hill film. 
Nixon always knew how to pick 'em. Unless he's 
picking a crew for a break-and-enter job. He didn't 
pick those guys well. 
THE 10 CRACK COMMANDMENTS: Has there 
ever been a list as relevant to the modem world as 
the 10 Crack Commandments? After the Notorious 
B .I.G. dropped this joint, a "step by step booklet 
for you to get your game track" my life changed 
completely. I stopped getting high on my own 
supply, I stopped thinking that crackheads would pay 
me back the rock I fronted them. And the lessons 
contained in this list have carried over into my 
post-hustlin' life; even as a newspaper editor, I do 
everything with silence and violence. Thanks, Mr. 
Smalls! 
News Editor 
TilE HIT LIST: Circa 1994, this music video 
countdown program was bar none the most important 
thing on television. As an eight-year-old Canadian 
boy, I was completely aware that there was critically-
acclaimed music from south of the 49'h parallel; 
all I knew about music were the tunes of Gordon 
Lightfoot and the sounds of the sealskin drums inside 
my faruily's igloo. But thanks to The Hit List with 
then-host and current-hobo Tarzan Dan at the wheels 
of steel, I finally was exposed to art that matters; 
TLC, Coolio, Soundgarden; great artists. As relevant 
today as they were back then. 
SCHINDLER'S: For a war profiteer, he was a pretty 
good guy. 
FRANZ LISZT: Franz Liszt was known in the late 
19"' century for his amazing hands-and not just on 
the piano. Liszt developed a reputation as one of the 
finest gigolos in the court of Austria-Hungary. He 
was always known to hustle in the Hapsburg palace, 
recognizable to all the royal ladies by his cowboy 
hat and leather duster. A little known fact is how the 
original cause of tension between Austria-Hungary 
and Serbia preceding World War I was how Liszt 
accidentally gave Serbia's Queen Natalija Obrenovic 
Chlamydia after a night of nasty, nasty lovemaking. 
It was okay though, she got what she paid for. 
There you have it. These lists are without a doubt 
the greatest to ever arrange things in point form. 
While this listing of lists may seem like an exercise 
in being too clever by half ... well, I suppose it is. It's 
an excuse to fill up a page of editorial space without 
resorting to leftist rants, and I'm sure everyone in BC 
has had enough politics over the past few weeks. But 
if you disagree with my list then why not list your 
own top lists? I'm sure it won't be as great as this 
one, but hey, you can always try. 
And feel free to make my list your top pick. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Other Press 
Report on news stories around Douglas College and the local community. Interest in college 
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Cultural Connections program creates international ties 
The Cultural Connections program, a program that brings 
together international and 
domestic Douglas College 
------' students for friendship and 
guidance for the visiting students, is calling on all 
interested applicants to submit their applications no 
later than May 15'h. 
While this will be the first summer semester and 
third total semester for this program, it has been around 
for nearly 20 years under various banners such as the 
Language Partner program, and as the International 
Peer Mentorship program. 
Japan, India, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Saudi 
Arabia, Israel, and the United States are only a few of 
the countries which the international students travel 
from, speaking many languages and offering a diverse 
cultural spectrum to be shared with their partners here. 
"The ideal applicant is someone who is interested 
in different cultures or their own cultural background, 
languages, has traveled overseas, is planning on 
traveling overseas, has a genuine wish to help someone 
adjust to life in Canada and in College, and wants to 
make new friends and hopefully breakdown cultural 
stereotypes," described Hiroshi Yasuoka, program 
coordinator. 
Applicants need not speak a second language, nor 
will they be expected to help with homework, and will 
receive a Certificate of Appreciation at the end of the 
semester. Mentors may also request a letter of reference 
from Yasuoka. 
The program makes available many free and 
optional activities throughout the semester including 
trips to Stanley Park, the Grouse Grind, English Bay, 
the Greek Day festival, billiards and bowling, and a 
trip to Victoria that will be offered at a subsidized cost. 
Mentors and new students may plan to attend with or 
without their partner. They are also free to organize 
their own events or outings with their partner or as part 
of a larger group. 
Peer Mentors and new or returning EASL students can 
apply to be a part of the Cultural Connections program 
at http://www.douglas.bc .ca/services/international-
ed ucation/peer -mentorshi p/appl ication-forms .html. 
Applications are also available for pick-up in the 
Centre for International Education Office (room 2X00) 
or by emailing Hiroshi Yasuoka at yasuokahe!t douglas . 
bc.ca. 
Dental assistants leave for their much-anticipated trip 
By Shaylee Perez, Staff Reporter 
0 n April 25'h, three students in the Dental Assisting program along with one faculty member left for a month long practicum in 
Wasaka, Uganda. 
Sonya Van Hove, Katrina Gardner, and Nicole 
Davie, along with their accompanying faculty member 
' will be working in the Wasaka Regional Hospital's 
dental clinic full-time for the entire month with two 
goals in mind: to provide care and promote education, 
by engendering sustainable practices that can be carried 
on long after they are gone. 
In Wasaka, the majority of dental care is 
emergency, as they lack the workforce and funding for 
preventative or restorative care, leaving extraction as 
the most common method of treatment. As all dental 
disease is preventative, the assistants will be promoting 
viable methods of good oral hygiene with their 
colleagues in the clinic, their patients and by leaving 
educative materials with teachers during their planned 
visits to local schools. 
To make this trip happen, the students have 
worked diligently for the last few months on various 
fundraising efforts in addition to their full-time class 
schedule. At Christmas, Valentine's Day and Easter 
they sold Purdy's chocolates in the concourse, and 
throughout the Winter semester collected bottles and 
4 
cans for refund, as well as selling organic fair trade 
coffee, organic tea, whole beans and cocoa with 
Program Coordinator Debbie McCloy. Other efforts 
include a highly successful pub night at the Cat and 
Fiddle which boasted a 50/50 draw, door prizes, and 
dancing; lobbying for RBC A vi on point donations 
to subsidize the cost of their flights; applying for 
scholarships; and calling on the local dental community 
to "clean cupboards" and donate any materials going 
unused. · 
The clean cupboards effort was especially 
successful. 
"We were actually quite successful in collecting 
and rallying donations, we collected more than we 
were expecting with the generous help of the dental 
community. We are thrilled with the amount of 
supplies we are taking over," said Davie, 26. 
The supplies will be donated to the Wasaka 
Regional Hospital's dental clinic, in the hopes of saving 
many teeth that would have otherwise been extracted. 
In preparations for everyday life in Wasaka, 
Uganda, the students practiced their teaching methods 
with Douglas College ESL students, and did an African 
meal presentation for their class. Other considerations 
were the adjustment to squat bathrooms, learning how 
to work around the lack of running water, and the 
"get there when you get there" scheduling system in 
Wasaka. 
Douglas College Wrap Up 
By Shaylee Perez 
Deep Singh chooses not to contest 
disqualification 
Deep Singh, former DSU external relations 
coordinator, has chosen not to contest a 
decision to disqualify her from re-election 
following a rule infraction incident. 
Entering the DSU building after hours 
was prohibited to all candidates, as the 
building is where all materials are printed 
for an election, and those who enter the 
building after hours are given an unfair 
advantage to work on their campaign 
materials while other are not. Singh, who 
entered the DSU building after hours during 
election time to pick up a health item, was 
later informed that the offence would cost 
her the candidacy. 
Singh's decision not to appeal leaves 
Priscilla Bartleman of the reFresh slate in 
_ the position. 
Scholarship Season is upon us 
The South Vancouver Community Crime 
Prevention Society is offering seven 
awards worth $1 ,000 to students willing 
to volunteer in the South Vancouver 
Community Policing Centre. 
More info can be found at http:// 
www.douglascollege.ca/ _shared/ 
assetsNolunteer_Policing_Scholarship_ 
Prograrn57545.pdf 
Students currently in or who have 
been in care under a custody order or youth 
agreement, and wish to train in the social, 
health or education service sector may 
apply for an FCFS bursary for up to $1 ,000 
per every two semesters. Applicants must 
be Canadian citizens and under 25 years of 
age. 
Interested students should contact 
Glenn Hope, BC Council for Families at 
604-660-0675 or glennh@bccf.bc.ca. 
The last round of Excellence awards 
is fast approaching, with awards worth 
anywhere from $4,000-$10,000.Applicants 
must be in the first year of a diploma 
program or the second year of a bachelor 
degree program. 
Application deadline is May 20'h, and 
more info can be found at excellenceaward. 
ca. 
250 awards worth $1,000 each are 
being offered by the BC Aboriginal Student 
Award program. Students must apply before 
completion of their second year of study, 
prove their Aboriginal ancestry, and show 
evidence of community involvement. 
Applications must be received by May 
15'h. Find more info at bcscholarship.ca! 
web/aboriginal. 
Harm reduction discussed, still stuck along with those in need 
By Shaylee Perez, Staff Reporter 
On Monday, May 4th, a public forum on the issue of harm reduction drug policies in 
Abbotsford was held at the Matsqui 
Centennial Auditorium from 7-9:30 
p.m. 
The event was billed as "A Call to 
Action" yet was attended by very few 
in the public. The majority of those 
present hailed from the social service 
sector, with select members of City 
Council. 
Harm reduction methods are seen 
in programs such as Insite, which 
helps minimize the health and safety 
consequences associated with drug 
addiction, while also reducing the 
amount of public disruption due to drug 
use on the street. 
While utilized in Vancouver, a 
city with many of Abbotsford's current 
problems, these methods are hamstrung 
in Abbotsford due to a 2005 zoning 
by-law amendment banning "needle 
exchanges, safe-injection sites, mobile 
dispensing vans, methadone treatment 
facilities and other types or similar 
uses." 
While many doubt and protest 
Insite's ability to help, it has the 
backing of the scientific and medical 
community as seen in the attendance 
of Dr. Daryl Plecas, Royal Canadian 
chair of the Department of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice at the University 
College of the Fraser Valley, who firmly 
propounded Abbotsford's need for a 
needle exchange and safe injection site. 
Others in attendance included 
Mayor Peary, who opened the forum, 
At•botst<mt Police chief 
constable, Sherry Mumford, manager 
of Fraser Health Regional Addictions, 
Leighton Johnston, Corrections 
Services Canada, Parole, and Pam 
Willis, executive director, Women's 
Resource Society of the Fraser Valley. 
Chief Constable Rich agreed with 
Mayor Peary's sentiment that the time 
has come for Abbotsford's problems 
to be addressed and stated the need for 
more police training. He also shared 
enlightening statistics indicating 
that one out of every five calls for 
Abbotsford patrol police officers are 
a result of a mental health disorder, 
comparative to one out of every three 
police calls in Vancouver. 
Another comment of note 
came from Liz Evans, executive 
director, Portland Hotel Society, an 
organization that provides permanent 
accommodation for adults with drug 
addictions and mental illnesses while 
also offering a variety of other support 
services such as on-site nursing staff. 
Evans, a nurse herself, has worked 
in the DTES for the last 18 years. She 
expressed disbelief that such a by-
law could exist, and spoke about the 
four pillars: prevention, treatment, 
enforcement and harm reduction. She 
opined that if harm reduction, a key 
pillar, was missing from this equation, 
there was no point in moving forward. 
While the by-law was the main 
focus, other obstacles discussed were 
funding, training, and the need for 
public awareness, as seen in the banner 
"A Call to Action." 
No formal decisions were made on 
reversing the by-law. 
Vancouver congestion in 2010: what will it mean for commuters? 
By Will McGrogan, News Editor 
As 2010 draws nearer and nearer, when thousands upon thousands of people will 
descend on the Greater Vancouver area 
to watch the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, many Vancouver students and 
workers are wondering what this means 
for their commute. 
According to olympichostcity. 
vancouver.ca, reducing congestion 
is not only a weight that must be 
carried by city officials, but by all 
Vancouverites. According to the site, 
be prepared to encounter "rush hour 
conditions and parking restrictions 24 
hours a day" during the course of the 
games. Residents are also repeatedly 
advised to avoid driving, and instead 
should opt to walk, use public transit 
or ride a bicycle, making sure to leave 
the house or workplace early to avoid 
getting caught in the crowds. 
In addition, the website advises 
to be prepared for major road closures 
to ensure that Olympic vehicles and 
pedestrians can safely and quickly 
move about the city. Several "Olympic 
Lanes" have been created, which 
will only allow Olympic vehicles to 
enter. Burrard Street, Seymour Street 
and Cambie Street, among others, 
have been designated as Olympic 
Lanes. However, public transit is also 
permitted access to these roads, in the 
hopes that buses will ease congestion. 
Granville, Hamilton, Beatty and 
Robson will also be shut down to 
vehicles, although will still remain 
open exclusively to pedestrians. Taxis 
and limousines will also be given 
specific zones at venues to which they 
are supposed to drop off passengers, 
although they are not permitted use of 
Olympic Lanes either. 
Finally, frequent car commuters 
will see a restriction placed upon 
parking. Parking at Olympic venues is 
fiat-out forbidden, so those who want 
to drive and see the games must plan 1= 
an alternative route . Otherwise, drivers -
are encouraged to find alternate parking 
and are cautioned that there will be 
an effect similar to a perpetual rush 
hour. The City is still in the process of ~~:1~~f::f::it:t±~~~.ll~~-.:;;~;;:;~~;::;t:l~;:! providing additional parking areas, with t- -+--•--J--
more information to come in the future. 
Will these new changes work? 
It is far too early to tell at this point. 
The most that students and commuters 
can hope for is that other people abide 
by the restrictions and do their part 
to make the city less congested for 
everyone. 
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9111 conspiracy theorists have no respect for our intelligence 
By Caltlyn Therrien 
A s Canadians we enjoy our right to vote, and with this right we band together to support a political party 
that we hope will responsibly lead and 
represent us . The month of May is once 
again voting time, and political parties 
are battling for our support. It is a time to 
think of who we want to represent us in the 
eyes of the nation, and in the eyes of our 
province. Election signs are , of course, an 
important part of every campaign. One day 
as I was driving down Essendene Avenue in 
Abbotsford a new sign made my jaw drop, an 
enormous white sign and on it was painted 
in immense bold lettering: "9/11 was an 
Inside Job. Legalize Marijuana. Vote for Tim 
Felger." 
The sign was from the store Da Kine 
as a desperate attempt to gain support and 
publicity for Tim Felger, a candidate for 
the Marijuana Party. I find it disgustingly 
disrespectful for anyone to say such things 
about such a traumatic event, and I find it to 
be a cheap way for the Marijuana Party to get 
attention. 
Personally, I thought that the lame conspiracy 
theories on 9/11 were long since dead, but I 
guess I was wrong. I would, however, like to 
know what proof the stoner shop Da Kine has 
and what proof that the Marijuana Party has. 
If 9/11 were in fact about oil we would not be 
struggling to scrounge up money to put in our 
gas tanks. 
The facts about 9/11 , do not indicate in 
any way that 9/11 was an inside job. It's a 
ridiculous theory. 9/11 was a terrible event 
that changed the world forever. That day, 
many people were killed. Parents were left 
without children, and children were left 
without parents. It should never be an event 
to look down upon, or to use for publicity. 
The signs, such as the ones at Da Kine, not 
only disrespect the people who died on 9/11 
but they disrespect and belittle our soldiers. 
Our troops who are sent to Mghanistan to 
prevent an attack like 9/11 on us , to fight for 
women's rights, their empowerment, and to 
fight for the freedom which we often take for 
granted. These signs disrespect brave men 
and women who fight , risk their lives, and 
those who have lost their lives in serving 
their country throughout wars past. Even 
those who do not support the war should give 
the victims of 9/11 as well as our country's 
soldiers the respect they deserve. 
Now it is again the time when we enjoy our 
right to vote , a time we enjoy our freedom 
without even realizing it. 
Nobody can tell us who to vote for, 
or who to support, but after you've chosen 
your party and your leader remember that 
you're choosing someone to represent you. 
Would you like someone who is respectful, 
intelligent, and will lead with honour? 
Or would you like a leader who relies on 
ridiculous conspiracy theories for publicity? 
It is your duty to try to make an intelligent, 
educated decision whenever you make your 
mark on that ballot. 
Without educated decisions we are as 
ridiculous as those conspiracy theorists. 
Banning erotic ads won't save lives 
By Natalie Nathanson the erotic section, those advertising 
know (or should know) the possible 
danger they're putting themselves in. 
If they decide to nix these erotic ads, 
they might as well begin looking into 
eliminating all chat rooms and forums 
that exist online. Because, let's face it, 
even in the Yahoo! Chess chat room, 
people aren't always talking about 
rooks and kings. 
their mind, banning sexy ads won't stop 
them from killing. 
I n the wake of the deadly trail left behind by the "Craigslist Killer," talk of new regulations in regards to 
making the popular social networking 
site safer are taking place. Plans to rid 
the website of its erotic ads are being 
discussed in an attempt to prevent the 
sexual predators from finding their 
victims online. The idea, put forward 
by Connecticut Attorney General 
Richard Blumenthal, is meant "to stop 
ads that lead to horrific brutal tragedy 
such as the Boston murder, as well as 
other violent crime, human trafficking, 
or exploitation of children." 
I'm not personally one to cruise 
these ads, but I think ridding them 
completely is ridiculous. Sexual 
predators will always find a way, 
through any medium, to lure victims 
into their web. Look at Willy Pickton; 
he's accused of being Canada's worst 
serial killer by killing potentially 
more than 40 women, and be did it 
all without the use of internet. What's 
next-a ban on inviting chicks back to 
your dirty bam to party? At least with 
6 
People are going to get murdered 
either way regardless of who they are 
and what their purpose is for posting 
any kind of ad on the internet. Why 
nix the erotic services section when 
just as many deaths have occurred in 
other sections? Most of them seemingly 
harmless! InNovember2007,a woman 
in Minneapolis was murdered after 
responding to a babysitting ad on 
Craigslist. Why not get rid of that too? 
Meeting people in person after only 
knowing them online can be dangerous, 
and it's something the public should 
be aware of so they can take their own 
steps to protect themselves. Something 
as innocent as a simple babysitting 
job turned out to be a deadly trap for 
a young girl. If someone bas blood on 
People who live their life in these 
kinds of lifestyles knowingly put their 
lives in danger. If it isn't the Craigslist 
Killer that gets them, it'll be the Yahoo! 
Slayer, or the Face book Exterminator. 
Or maybe something as random as the 
Vince Li Greyhound murder will befall 
post to claSSifleds 
my account 
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them. 
If people want to put themselves 
in these situations, let them. These are 
adults, and I'm sure they're well aware 
of what can happen to them. Quit trying 
to regulate everything. If someone 
wants to advertise giving kinky 
massages, it should be okay. 
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Chrysler's bankruptcy is a dagger to the heart of car lovers 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
I t's a gloomy time for car lovers . One of the most storied brands in all of automotive history is about 
to undergo a major transformation. 
A brand that's maintained the same 
identity for a massive 84 years. 
Chrysler, or Chrysler LLC as it's 
corporately known, has filed for 
bankruptcy-yes, the dreaded Chapter 
11. 
It can't be said that no one saw 
this corning. With recession rearing 
its head in late 2007 and gas prices 
soaring, auto manufacturers knew 
that the economic downturn would be 
especially hard this time around . The 
poor gas mileage of the majority of 
vehicles , especially American brands , 
may be a major reason for the struggles 
of auto companies . This decade's surge 
in environmental awareness can also 
account for the decline in sales of 
pickup trucks and SUV's-or "un-green" 
cars. 
But as a car lover, I have to plead 
ignorance because I never saw it 
corning. I never thought I would live 
• • • • • 
• 
• 
• • 
to see one of the "Big 3" essentially 
collapse. With household brands like 
Dodge, Jeep and Chrysler under its 
wing, Chrysler LLC's tumble just 
hurts that much more. What will truly 
distort their identity is the forthcoming 
merge with Fiat, the popular Italian 
car maker, as a solution to depleted 
revenue. Fiat is known for making 
compact and relatively conservative car 
models, much like Toyota and Honda. 
The merger will see smaller, Fiat-like 
Chrysler LLC vehicles produced, with 
presumably better fuel mileage and 
better technology. 
Now, realistically, it's a long 
overdue and beneficial change to 
Chrysler LLC; their vehicles will 
probably run better and cost less to 
manufacture , buy and maintain. But in 
the long run, will Chrysler LLC and 
Fiat's products attract a lot of buyers 
in the American market? There seems 
to be a lot of supporters of pickup 
trucks and SUVs south of the border, 
either simply because of preference or 
more likely, because of the roominess. 
After all , recent stats indicate that the 
US is among the leading nations in 
obesity rates . So, even if Americans 
do eventually choose in favour of the 
smaller cars, they'd have to commit to 
a diet regimen and the odds of that are 
slim, as fast food ads are quite enticing, 
I must admit. 
Another concern, although to a 
lesser degree, is the parity this merger 
might lead to in the automotive 
industry. I've always been a big 
supporter of distinction when it comes 
to different car makes . Chrysler LLC 
models like the Jeep Wrangler or 
Dodge Challenger are one of a kind 
and aptly distinguish their brand from 
others. But that quality will be extinct 
come the merger. Had the company 
anticipated financial struggles, they 
could've acted earlier and developed 
an alternative to this desperate merger. 
They could've mirrored Toyota, Ford 
and Chevy and produced hybrid 
vehicles to boost mpg capabilities and 
gamer more buyers . Oh, that's right-
they did-but way too late; the 2009 
Chrysler Aspen and Dodge Durango 
are the first Chrysler LLC models to be 
equipped with hybrid technology. 
But dearly, I suppose I should 
just be thankful that I'm not one of 
the thousands of manufacturing plant 
workers that's been laid off. Indeed, it 
does ease the pain, but in the end, I still 
know that the car company that found 
a place in the heart of so many auto 
enthusiasts is now on life support. One 
down, two to go. 
The NDP is making the BC Rail deal out to be more .than it is 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
N owadays, I hear nothing but BC Rail-this and Kinsella-that. Indeed, the NDPwon't give 
up until everybody knows about the 
controversy surrounding the BC Rail 
sale. 
They're accusing Liberal leader 
Gordon Campbell of rigging the sale 
of the provincially owned railway 
after suspecting that he sold BC Rail 
to CN as a favour to his friend, Patrick 
Kinsella. The accusation stems from 
the discovery that Kinsella was paid 
$300,000 from BC Rail during the 
bidding period and allegations that he 
simultaneously worked for CN, the 
ultimate buyer. 
In light of this situation, NDP 
leader Carole James is convinced that 
Campbell is willing to jeopardize 
what's best for the province in 
exchange for his friends' satisfaction. 
Should we share Carole James 's 
concern? To a degree , yes . Campbell's 
backroom dealings in the BC Rail sale 
may indicate his indifference to the 
people of BC and foreshadow more 
dishonesty. 
But then again, whether the deal 
was rigged or not is still uncertain. All 
that's really known at this point is that 
BC Rail was sold to CN, that Kinsella 
is a former Liberal and that he received 
$300,000 from BC Rail. 
It's true, though, that Kinsella's 
denial to comment on the accusations 
is suspicious. But without concrete 
evidence, the NDP's claims mean 
nothing. 
Suppose though, that the 
allegations are true-at least to some 
extent. Does it really affect us? I don't 
think so. The sale was completed in 
2003 and whatever deceit Campbell 
possessed then has had six years to 
.fade away. After all, it was January of 
the same year that he was convicted 
of drinking and driving in Hawaii and 
since then, he hasn' t made any similar 
mistakes. 
Plus , since 2002, BC Rail has 
discontinued its passenger services, 
which mind you, ran through relatively 
remote areas like Prince George. Now 
BC Rail is devoted to transporting 
freight , which of course, does not really 
have a direct impact on us. 
It's no secret, though, that the NDP 
is using anything they can to belittle 
the Liberals-and vice versa; that's 
We need a viable third party in BC 
I f you're -.-..J 11 .. ,.,,,..,,,.u.,..,.,,;l reading this, 
there's a 
very good 
._ ___ _J chance that 
the provincial election is over and done 
with. Stories about candidates' private 
Facebook photos and Carole James' 
chronic complaining will have long since 
evaporated from the pages of the big 
dailies. With any luck, they'll still be 
gushing over the Canucks well into June. 
So, how did the election make you 
feel? Did you care? Why should you? 
These are the people in charge of your 
health, your driver's license and to some 
degree, in charge of transit and more. If 
this is one of the highest posts in the land, 
why is it that these politicians and their 
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parties are so hard to stomach? 
On one hand, we have Gordon 
Campbell, the bane of every left-leaning 
social activist. He is the epitome of the 
big business politics of shady wheeling 
(Google his drunk driving mug shot) 
and dealing (Let's give ourselves a hefty 
raise, while keeping the working poor, 
poor). Then there's Carole James and the 
NDP; the party that touts discrimination 
as progress with its "women only" ridings 
in Richmond. 
That's right; I didn't call it "reverse" 
discrimination.lt's time to drop that 
qualifier, because discrimination is 
immoral no matter if you are male or 
female-at least that's the way it should 
be. The great French Revolution was the 
first of many steps toward a merit-based 
society in Western civilization, where 
politics. But the urgency in the NDP's 
attacks is a good indication of their 
insecurities. 
They know Gordon Campbell's 
track record when it comes to the 
economy. According to BC Stats, BC's 
unemployment rate still remains below 
the national rate. As of March 2009, 
the national unemployment rate was 8 
per cent, whereas BC's rate was 7 .4 per 
cent. 
It is true, however, that the 
discrepancy between the national and 
BC unemployment rates has been 
narrowing. But with respect to the 
economy, is it really worth it to risk 
this employment advantage, if you 
will , by giving the NDP command of 
the government, especially in such a 
financially sensitive time? 
A matter that should also weigh 
heavily in British Columbians' minds 
people are esteemed based on their talents 
and actions. To proactively exclude an 
identifiable group from participating 
in democracy based on something 
they have absolutely no control over is 
clearly wrong.lt's an insult to British 
Columbians of both sexes. Apparently 
the BC NDP holds such a low opinion of 
women that they believe that they don't 
have what it takes to succeed in politics 
without an unfair advantage. By the 
way, Carole, a word about your rally at 
Broadway Station in the late stages of the 
campaign: next time, don't hold it during 
rush hour. You clogged up the platform 
when commuters were trying to get to 
work. It's hard enough as it is, but I have 
a hard time believing that either you or 
Gordon Campbell would know what it's 
like. 
is the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. 
The Olympics always have a major 
impact on the host city's tourism, 
transportation, air quality, safety and 
general serenity. With global warming 
and the recession the major issues 
in today's world, the Olympics will 
have double the impact come 2010 in 
Vancouver. 
Indeed, the NDP, as I see it, is still 
marred from their humiliating defeat in 
2001 where they won only two seats . 
Now, they're overcompensating and it 
shows; they've repeatedly attacked the 
Liberals with little clarification as to 
what their own party is really set out 
to do. Sure, politics is known for the 
pettiness involved, but Carole James's 
obsession with the BC Rail situation is 
just too much. 
So if neither of these parties tickles 
your fancy, where can we turn? There 
needs to be a viable third party in this 
province. The two-party system in BC 
doesn't cater well to moderates who 
like living life straight up the middle. 
The Green Party has yet to break out 
of the mould as a single issue party. 
Might I suggest a little re-branding? 
The environment can stiU be central 
to their platform but they need to steer 
clear of pigeon-holing themselves as 
enviro-crusaders-at least until trees 
get the vote. While they might appeal 
to basic moral sensibilities, people have 
a tendency to align with them in spirit 
rather than at the polls. 
? 
• 
What precautions have you taken against the swine flu? sy Rosa Hong 
Tahana, Srung Yun Song, Mariko 
EASL 
"Wash your hands!" 
Shahrzad Hamed 
DVST 
"Wash your hands before you eat'" 
International studies student Ghazal Habib studies in the cafeteria. 
Ellen Dueckman 
General Studies 
"Stay away from crowds." 
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By Llam Britten 
o matter what your stance on 
marijuana prohibition, you have 
to hand it to the pro-legalization 
crowd: they certainly make Canadian 
politics more interesting. 
This is a movement known for 
wild, party-like rallies and larger-than-
life personalities like the "Prince of 
Pot," Marc Emery. It is an unusual 
movement still looking for a clear 
identity, a group usually espousing 
don't-tread-on-me libertarian values 
yet is politically linked to social 
democrats and environmentalists. It's 
an often-contradictory movement, one 
that can often seem confrontational 
and abrasive to the uninitiated and one 
that sometimes skirts the line between 
activism and punch line. 
But while Marc Emery revelled 
in the spotlight of being the Prince 
of Pot and the Marijuana Party tried 
to work within the system to achieve 
decriminalization, a different group 
of activists were busying themselves 
in the Downtown Eastside, generating 
awareness, giving tours and selling art. 
They had a grassroots approach to their 
campaign for legalization and from 2004 
until a police raid in 2008, the School 
of Drug War History and Organic 
Cultivation fought against laws they felt 
were unjust by educating the public. 
The School of Drug War History 
and Organic Cultivation, known as 
"The Herb School" to the activists 
who worked there , was located on 
the 1 00-block of East Hastings, right 
next door to where Insite sits today. 
The School was started as a place to 
educate about the politics of the Drug 
War, educate drug users about harm 
reduction and safety and to fundraise 
for pro-legalization events . The School 
became well-known for their hour-
long Tours of Drug War History that 
presented locations around Downtown 
Vancouver key to Vancouver's own 
involvement with the Drug War; opium 
tunnels under Chinatown, the Marijuana 
Party bookstore and the site of 1971's 
Gastown Riots . The by-donations 
tours were well attended and showed 
guests from Canada and around the 
world a side of Vancouver that most 
Vancouverites might not even know 
about. 
Owen Taylor, 22, was a regular 
fixture at the School during its four-year 
existence. To this day, he is still proud of 
the education and harm reduction work 
done there. 
"It was really a great little 
community," Taylor told The Other 
Press. "Everyone was really open with 
each other, and not one time did we have 
a violent incident where we needed to 
call the police." 
But the police came anyway. In 
the summer and fall of 2007, the police 
who used to walk by with "a nod 
and a smile" changed their attitude. 
Taylor described their behaviour as 
"intimidating" and "aggressive." He 
recalled one incident where a police 
officer tried to physically force herself 
into the Herb School building uninvited 
and without a warrant. 
"They didn't like what we were 
saying and they didn't like what we 
stood for," Taylor said of the police. 
"We would teach about the many, many, 
many uses of cannabis, not just medical 
but social, economic uses ... They 
basically just wanted to shut us up." 
Perhaps the Herb School was 
something of an easy target for the 
police. Unlike the upscale bong shops 
like Puff's and Cottonmouth Smoke 
Shop that Taylor says "don't stand for 
shit," the Herb School was visible. They 
had an agenda. They held rallies. They 
wore vests that said "More Dead Cops ." 
And on February 20'h , 2008, it all came 
to a head. 
The Vancouver Police Department 
executed a search warrant for the 
premises, and arrested five men who 
were at the School at the time: Owen 
Taylor, Adam Walker, Martin Milner, 
James Cunningham and David Malmo-
Levine. The police also found a small 
scale, several empty baggies and $60 
worth of marijuana. The five were held 
by the VPD overnight and charged 
with a variety of offences, including 
trafficking. 
One of the arrested, David Malmo-
Levine, 37, is no stranger to the heavy 
hand of the law. In 2003 , Malmo-
Levine went before the Supreme Court 
of Canada after his "Harm Reduction 
Club," which distributed marijuana 
at cost, was raided in 1996. When his 
case reached the Supreme Court, he 
challenged the legality of Canada's 
narcotics laws, arguing that the 
Constitution only permits the existence 
of criminal laws that prevent harm, 
and laws that don' t meet this "harm 
principle" should be struck down. 
Ultimately, the Court disagreed . 
But Malmo-Levine is about to have 
another chance to present his case about 
the illegality of marijuana laws in court. 
He plead guilty to all the charges against 
the Herb School defendants (except for 
a charge of morphine distribution, one 
he said police "invented"), and now has 
a plan to debate the Constitution with 
the Supreme Court. 
For Taylor, however, this means he 
and the rest of his co-defendants will 
avoid a potentially risky trial. 
"David wanted us all to plead 
not guilty and fight it," Taylor said, 
explaining that Malmo-Levine 
wanted his co-defendants to join him 
in his challenge of narcotics laws. 
"[Prosecutors] had this deal; David 
pleads guilty and the rest of us walk. 
And he said, 'If any single one of you 
wants to take this deal, I'll take it .. .' 
And I said, 'Please, let's do that,' and 
I kind of feel shitty about it. It's better 
for everyone in the long run, but it's not 
good for his cause." 
"He's not a bad guy, he's trying to 
teach people and help them," Taylor 
added. 
Malmo-Levine revealed his legal 
strategy in an interview, and to say the 
least, it seems somewhat roundabout. 
He plans on citing genocide laws, 
international treaties, the government's 
own reports on marijuana legalization 
and questioning the definition of 
medical marijuana to get the change he 
seeks. His sentencing hearing begins 
May 20'h, and he 's got hope; he thinks 
attitudes towards marijuana have 
changed in the six years since he was 
on trial. 
"Understanding of how harmless 
[pot] is is becoming more sophisticated, 
people are getting a better 
understanding of the facts around the 
debate," Malmo-Levine said. "I think 
people are beginning to get an idea 
of how much it could make in a legal 
market, which would be bigger than an 
illegal market." 
During our interview, Taylor and 
I visited the building which used to 
house the Herb School. It's a small 
storefront, empty now, typical of any 
old, run-down building in Chinatown. 
Taylor hasn't been back here since 
the raid and visiting drummed up a 
lot of feelings ; pride, hatred, sadness, 
disappointment, melancholy. 
His experience being arrested 
and facing a trial because of his 
political beliefs has also made him 
feel differently about his involvement 
with marijuana activism. He sees now 
why a lot of people who may support 
legalization are often too scared to get 
involved. 
''I'm going to try and be involved 
as much as I can, but it's hard, right? 
There's so much coming down on us," 
he said, describing his disillusionment. 
"With a system that's this organized, 
and this precise and this hateful coming 
down against its own citizens, it's really 
hard to do anything, let alone be an 
activist." 
"Before the arrests, there was a lot 
of hope, because all we had to go on 
was our hope," he said. 
Malmo-Levine agreed that the 
force and threats of force against 
marijuana activists is a unique and 
unfortunate facet of their movement. 
"Being public about your support 
of the Gas Tax probably won't 
endanger your children being taken 
away from you, or get you in trouble 
with a parent or get you fired from a 
No, it's 
not a beer. 
Screaming 
for something 
new? Come in 
and indulge in 
our wide variety of 
signature cocktails 
- the most creative 
drinks in the Lower 
Mainland- that even 
students can afford. 
Guaranteed. 
job but if you come out in support of -
marijuana you run that risk," Malmo-
Levine said. "This is the biggest war 
in the world and probably the longest-
running and I don't expect them to 
hand us peace on a silver platter when 
we snap our fingers . It's a Drug War, 
not a Drug Ballet, and in war there are 
victims, and casualties, and struggle, 
and it's a fucking battle." 
.-\lthou~h the Schtltll ol Dru~ War 
Hi-,tory and Or~anic Culti\ation was 
dosed down in 200:\. "-L'Illinar'> about 
the Dru~ War arc held at the :Vbrijuana 
Party booksturc at 307 West Hastin~s 
free tJ! char~t:. 
David Malmo-Levin<:' has po,ted 
web \ideo at http: :/www.pot.tv. and 
is wurkin~ tlll a new \ideo about 
Barack Obama and his 'tance on 
d<:'cri min~tl izatit Hl. 
On tap: 
Uptown 
New Westminster 
620SixthSt 
just North of 
Royal Centre Mall 
tuesday 
Nights 
8to10pm 
Central City Brewing 
Local microbrewery_. , 
Pitcher specials ~uesaays! 
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Career coach teaches how to find your 
"competitive edge" 
By Ashley Whillans 
T hanks to lady luck and good timing, Barbara Deutsch, a former Broadway actor, singer, writer and now career coach 
has taken time out of her busy schedule to share 
a few words of wisdom on career success and 
happiness with The Other Press. 
Barbara Deutsch is a career coach. But 
not only that , she is a role model. In a society 
which often tells us that it is easier to chase 
money than to cha e our dreams Barbara defies 
social expectation. From secretary to Broadway 
performer, singer, actor and finally career coach, 
Barbara knows not only what it feels like to 
be working a ho-hum or dead end job, but also 
knows the joys associated with finding that 
"dream job," a job that no matter how many 
times you pinch yourself, you can't believe you 
are getting paid for! 
Choosing a career path isn't easy, and even 
Barbara, at first, did not know what her "it" job 
was. In fact, it took working many different 
jobs in many different industries to find her 
niche. As a young woman she decided to take 
a type writing course. Soon after graduation 
she began working as a secretary for all the 
staff songwriters at the famous Columbia 
and Epic Records in New York City. It was 
while working at Columbia that Barbara 's life 
changed dramatically. While entertaining her 
fellow secretaries at the lunch table, she was 
accidentally "discovered" by Clive Davis . He 
was not amused with her antics, but recognizing 
raw talent, uttered the words which would 
change her life forever: "Either fire her or sign 
her." 
Luckily for her they decided the latter. She 
recorded the single "Across the Universe" by 
Paul McCartney and John Lennon, and soon 
after auditioned for and won a role in the first 
national touring company of the Broadway 
show Godspell . Needless to say, after these two 
surprising turns of events Barbara was "No more 
a secretary." However, after taking a workshop 
in passion, only to di scover hers was helping 
others, not performing, Barbara 's profession 
changed yet again. 
Today Barbara teaches workshops all over 
North America in Los Angeles, Vancouver, 
Toronto, Baltimore and Chicago helping 
performers and professionals alike to realize 
their innate gifts, their so-called "competitive 
edge" (what makes them unique and their 
unique strengths) and most importantly how 
to enjoy themselves while at the same time 
building a lucrative and successful career. What 
she offers is advice for performers. But it isn 't 
just for actors . In today's competitive business 
market, her advice is useful for just about every 
profession and she has clients ranging from 
hairstylists , to businessmen, nurses and teachers . 
"The work I do has all to do with finding 
your competitive edge: what it is about you that 
nobody can compete with so that you never sell 
out on yourself and get results painlessly. I work 
with teachers, hairdressers, lawyers, therapists 
and real estate brokers and it never seems to be 
any different than an actor's issue. Everyone 
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needs to communicate effectively without 
withholding, withdrawing, know[ing] what to 
ask for and when to ask," she said. 
Sometimes individuals need the 
encouragement Barbara's group-focused 
workshops provide, and sometimes they simply 
need to readjust their dreams, she adds. Such 
was the case of her favourite success story Mark 
Allen. Mark Allen was a struggling actor in Los 
Angeles when he attended one of Barbara 's 
workshops . 
"Mark Allen came to me three years ago 
a fledgling actor/singer/dancer. Nothing was 
happening and nothing was working no matter 
how he tried . He is one of the loveliest human 
beings I've ever met," she said. 
When Barbara asked him what he did to 
make ends meet, while waiting for his "big 
break," he shocked her by responding not with 
the name of a restaurant, but with his true 
calling: kids parties . Allen hosted little kid's 
birthday parties on the weekends! After seeing 
the look of pride on his face, Barbara told him 
to create something for kids . Faced with doubts, 
as he didn 't believe working with kids was an 
appropriate "adult career," Allen grudgingly 
obeyed. Three years later and he has just 
returned back from his second tour with a show 
called The Party Animals, a children's rock and 
roll group that entertains military families. He 
also has a TV animation show and CDs and is 
currently working towards a feature film. 
The moral of the story and Barbara's main 
message is to listen to what your heart is saying 
and follow it. Regardless of whether your ideas 
seem trivial or "inappropriate" Barbara reminds 
us that they could be the key to both financial 
success and happiness. Remember, as Barbara 
advocates, "a dream has a chance to come true if 
there are consistent actions towards it ." Barbara 
advises to work towards being "an influence 
rather than be influenced" by other people and 
to have courage to think outside of the box, to 
follow your dreams, and of course, have some 
fun doing it! 
Rosie's On Robson 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
It's playoff season, and after a long game of twirling a towel 
and shouting at the top of your lungs, food and a refreshing 
beverage are most definitely in order. 
So, with spirits high and the economy low where would 
the best possible spot be to sink your teeth into a delicious 
meal without feeling too bad about the hundreds of dollars it 
cost to see your Canucks? 
Rosie's On Robson is a medium-sized bar and grill that 
never seems to be too busy or too out of the way. Rosie's 
is located at 298 Robson Street, just up from BC Place 
Stadium and across from the Vancouver Public Library. With 
everything from lunch specials to post-game parties, Rosie 's 
is both a versatile restaurant and a rowdy party place . 
Large boards with happenings at local venues adorn 
the east side of the bar that will keep you up to date on all 
the events that shape this city. At a convenient location, 
the stadiums are down the street, the shopping district is 
the opposite direction and Yaletown is a short block away. 
SkyTrain is convenient as always so that stumble home 
is never too out of reach for those of us who are having a 
really good night. 
In addition to traditional pub fare , Rosie's has been 
known to offer specialty meals and signature foods . For a 
while, Rosie 's was the only place in all of Vancouver to get 
decent mozza ball soup. Some of the club sandwiches and 
burger platters are to die for, not to mention the delicious 
fries. 
Enjoy either an eat-in meal or call ahead from the game 
to order your post-victory snack. Rosie 's is technically 
classified as a pub and thus you will need to be 19 years of 
age to sit in the general seating zone, but there is a family 
friendly area in case Junior needs to eat too. 
For those who wish to wind down after a game and 
mingle with fellow Canucks, this place is for you. 
Four forks out of four 
For((1his 
Can't a busker make a buck? 
"I work hard for the money, 
So hard for the money, 
Something, something, something 
money!" 
-Homer J. Simpson 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
One afternoon after a long day at college, I was making my usual trip to the SkyTrain when I 
came across a busker who stood outside 
the station and was packing up his 
gear. Being a busker, I expected him to 
pack up and move on but this particular 
musician seemed somewhat disgruntled 
with a police officer standing over his 
shoulder. The busker was being kicked 
off the street for playing his recorder 
along with a microphone and amplifier 
to the incoming and outgoing SkyTrain 
passengers. 
Busking comes from a long 
tradition of freelance musicians who 
perform tunes for everyone to receive 
cash from virtually no one. Court 
jesters in medieval times would often 
sing and strum a lute for small pay 
in addition to performing comedy to 
entertain in the nobles. Busking has 
been around for hundreds of years, and 
yet only now do police find it necessary 
to shoo them away like hobos and 
beggars. 
Musicians who can't get work 
often find it easy to perform in public if 
just to keep up their chops and entertain 
people. More or less, it's practicing 
on a street comer and making enough 
to get dinner afterwards . I haven't 
ever seen anybody complain about the 
noise and racket of a busker, mainly 
because people are either coming or 
going and by the time they notice the 
musician they're already on their way 
somewhere else. 
Oftentimes, I've found the music 
to be more aesthetically pleasing than 
the other options. Downtown New West 
has a lot of noise around it, from the 
SkyTrain, to the passing buses, traffic 
and people talking loudly on their cell 
phones. 57 Below, the pub located right 
in the SkyTrain station, pumps out its 
own music and occasionally you'll get 
the rowdy few who find it amusing to 
holler into the night, which I can't help 
but notice. 
Throwing a busker in there only 
covers up the noises that people don't 
want to hear and makes things slightly 
more pleasing. The police standpoint 
is that not everyone wants to hear the 
music and therefore it shouldn't be 
played. That's a load of crap if I've 
ever heard it. Nobody wants to hear 
the noise of a construction site, or the 
cars with stereos cranked to 11 but they 
carry on like it's none of their business. 
My guess is that about 50 per cent 
of people in Vancouver have iPods or 
MP3 players playing what they want to 
hear and don't even pay attention to the 
world around them. It's like wearing 
melodic earplugs to ignore everything 
and I don't know anyone who hasn't 
done it to exclude the general public 
from their life. 
To our police officers, I hope 
you can find a happy medium where 
huskers can play in peace and earn 
whatever passing people think they're 
worth. The police have every right not 
to like it just like the rest of us but the 
fact that they do something about it 
is an excessive display of power and 
control. I feel sorry for our musicians 
of the street who give this city its local 
colour and make the daily commute a 
bit more pleasurable. I usually throw 
them whatever small change I have in 
my pocket, for fear that one day that 
might be someone I know. 
Violence not the problem with the video games of today 
W~:s once 
a combination 
of barely 
~:r.:-:=:i barbaric black 
boxes full of mind-boggling electrical 
wires has turned into a world of 
imagination, storytelling and realism. 
Remarkable as they are, video games 
are quickly becoming a reflection of 
life and the objective becomes lost in 
Imaginationland. For decades the point 
of video games has been to sit around 
and twiddle your thumbs in a fake 
world to beat each other up and call it a 
day, but now it's an excuse to mentally 
get lost while passing the time between 
meals. 
Take for example Grand Theft 
Auto 4, the most recent instalment of 
the Grand Theft Auto series. In the 
game, you must make decisions that 
outline your game play in future levels, 
and the storyline twists based on your 
gameplay experience. Add to that the 
most realistic graphics on the planet 
and you've got a time killer that will 
turn anybody into a couch potato. 
How about Call of Duty 4, a 
game that puts you in the position of 
American troops and recreates difficult 
missions from some of the most well-
known battles in the history of warfare? 
With all the terrorists and cheesy music 
to go with it, Call of Duty 4 is perhaps 
the best thing for any soldier to do in 
their downtime. After all , for them, it's 
practice . 
forward in technology is great, my 
only question is this: Does anyone 
remember Pong? Perhaps the most 
basic outline and form of any sport in 
the world, the motive behind Pong is 
to get the bouncing square into their 
side before they do the reverse to you. 
Every hockey, basketball, football 
and American football game that EA 
Sports or whoever releases has Pong 
to thank. Sports games can throw as 
many realistic players, arenas and game 
changing moves as they want into the 
special effects, but the bottom line is 
that Pong is the premiere sports game 
and it all stems from that. 
Who would have imagined a 
world of characters and plot twists 
when years ago we were proud to 
create a crazy semi-circle that ate dots 
while being chased by ghosts? Pac-
Man has made a reputation for being 
the first strategy game that actually 
required well thought out movements 
in order to beat it. Intense levels of 
four on one tag that could turn around 
one uuUJ\Jtu~; 
any gamer that has attempted to grab 
the cherries and taught us the valuable 
lesson that if you run far enough left, 
you will eventually come out the right 
side. 
Certain organizations have tried 
to put a stop to gratuitous violence 
in video games, with rebellious 
individuals such as Hillary Clinton and 
Tipper Gore (the creator of the Parental 
Advisory sticker on albums). Their 
argument is that violence is becoming 
too prominent in today's video games 
and that it's doing harm to our children. 
Now hold on just a minute; I don't 
think that it's fair to dismiss violence 
in video game form just because it's 
excessive. In my opinion, anything 
that is real and happens in real life has 
every right to be in a video game, and 
if it's not happening with a controller 
in your hand, then surely you'll see 
it on television. While GTA may be a 
fabricated story, there are mafia hitmen 
and they do kill a lot of people! War is 
a very real thing and so why wouldn 't a 
video game in its image be created? 
Video games have always been 
artificial; just look at some of today's 
games ancestors. Mario lives in a 
destroyed world of craters, exposed 
piping and man eating plants. An 
excessive drug user, Mario eats wild 
flowers and mushrooms to get bigger or 
shoot fire. On top of that, he bangs his 
head on everything and because of him 
we no longer have endangered species 
such as Yoshi! Ever seen a Yoshi in real 
life? Didn't think so! 
To me, video games are just 
another form of information and 
the real problem doesn't lay in the 
content but in the delivery. Humans are 
becoming zombies that would rather 
live in a world of make believe and 
trigger fingers than reality. Some games 
have too much realism and often when 
playing, I ask myself, "Am I supposed 
to feel anything for this character?" 
Pretty soon video games will be 
designed with levels where you do the 
dishes, take out the trash and cycle the 
laundry before pulling out your sniper 
rifle for a targeted hit. 
Games are supposed to be an 
escape from reality for brief periods 
of time. Violence in a world of pixels 
doesn't always transfer into day-to-
day living. One of the main reasons I 
play video games is to get out pent up 
frustration and anger in a world that 
doesn't matter so that I can be pleasant 
to the rest of society. Call it passive 
violence, but in the end, it's just a 
bunch of pictures on your screen. 
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A weekly showcase of poetry written by Douglas College students. 
The Red Notebook 
By Pam Becker 
Bread rises in the oven 
The smell of yeast in the damp air 
And on the table sits 
The red notebook 
The smell of yeast damp in the air 
She hands it to me 
This red notebook 
"Read" she says. 
She hands it to me, 
Opens the book in the flat of my palm 
"Read" she says again and points 
To small phrases scrawled in black 
Open this book in the flat of my palm 
To the sum of her life, 
Small phrases scrawled in black: 
Teacher of Russian and German, husband dead 
To Sum of a life 
Measured on a page: 
Teacher of Russian and German, husband dead 
Keeper of bees. 
While I measure this life on a page, 
At the table sits the 
Keeper ofthe bees, her 
Bread rising in the oven. 
Submit your own poems to Douglas Poets Society by emailing arts@theotherpress.ca. 
American Idol vs. Dancing With the Stars: who wins in a head-to-head comparison? 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
What's more fierce than a toe-to-toe matchup of a group of singers and 
dancers? Well, I suppose there are 
some things, but the battle between 
the TV shows Dancing With the 
Stars and American Idol for most 
viewers has not been a dull one. 
As of late April, Dancing 
with the Stars came in second to 
American Idol in a list of the most 
viewed shows. Dancing trailed Idol 
by approximately three million 
viewers. 
One could attribute the Idol 
lead to the context of the show.ldol 
revolves around ordinary Joes and 
Janes exhibiting their voices and 
competing for a shot at stardom, 
whereas Dancing pins couples of 
professional dancers and celebrities 
against each other. The argument 
that I'm trying to make is that Idol 
may be more relevant and relatable 
than Dancing for those watching at 
home. 
But clearly, this is a conclusion 
I cannot make without a survey of 
the general population. In light of 
this reality, I'm going to submit my 
own head-to-head assessment of the 
shows. 
Judges 
Dancing:S Len Goodman vs.ldol's 
Simon Cowell 
Len has a persona that is the closest 
to Simon's meanness. They're 
both frank- in the case of Simon, 
brutally-and aren't swayed by 
their fellow judges' comments. Both 
are frequently subjected to boos 
and sometimes taunted by the other 
judges or even the host. 
While both are often accurate in 
their remarks, Len clearly emerges 
as the more pleasant judge with 
regular outputs of wit and displays 
of humility. 
However, for the sake of pure 
entertainment, Simon wins. His 
behaviour is not quite acceptable 
outside of show business, but his 
belittlement of contestant is oddly 
funny. And don't you criticize me, 
because most people would agree 
with me. 
Dancing:S Bruno Tonioli vs.ldols 
Paula Abdul 
Bruno and Paula are almost always 
pompom rocking, unconditionally 
supportive judges. 
While others are seated, Paula 
has a tendency to stand for every 
contestant's performance "in a 
display of respect." She is often 
mesmerized by their songs and 
moved to tears. 
Similarly, Bruno can't 
seem to remain seated after a 
couples' performance. He leaps · 
out of his seat after a dance and 
excitedly flails his arms while 
uttering nothing but praise for the 
contestants. His antics sometimes 
get so "passionate" that they prompt 
his fellow judges to reassuringly 
embrace each other. 
Sorry Paula, but I have to go 
with Bruno here. As hard as it 
is to believe, Bruno's ramblings 
are somewhat more coherent 
than Paula's. Plus, he is more 
inclined to draw a smile on my 
face as opposed to Paula, whose 
emotions sometimes strike me as 
disingenuous. 
Dancing s Carrie Ann lnaba 
vs.ldols Randy Jackson/Kara 
DioGuardi 
Randy and Kara are quite similar 
in their demeanor, and Carrie is 
similar to them both.·They're not 
as polarized as the other judges 
and are often conservative in their 
comments. Seeing as how they're 
all so alike, I declare this bout tied. 
Hosts 
Dancing s Tom Bergeron! Samantha 
Harris vs.ldols Ryan Seacrest: 
This one's tough. Both Ryan and 
Tom are experienced; Ryan hosted 
the Emmy's in 2007 and Tom's 
been hosting America's Funniest 
Home Videos for a while. Samantha 
doesn't really add much to the 
hosting duties other than a forced 
giggle every now and then. 
Taking in the whole scope of 
things, I'm going to give this one 
to Ryan. Anyone that can withstand 
the abuse and mockery of Simon 
Cowell deserves to be applauded. 
Plus, Ryan's got to take the 
awkwardness of jittery contestants 
and somehow tum it into humour. 
On the contrary, Tom and Samantha 
only deal with professionals. 
Contestants 
American Idol has had its fair share 
of whacky contestants, as witnessed 
in the draining trials of the show's 
auditions. But then again, Dancing 
With the Stars recently featured 
celebrities like Jerry Springer and 
Steve-0. That's wackiness right 
there. 
But seriously, the participants 
on Dancing have all, at one point 
or another, been in the midst of 
some kind of public scrutiny or 
attention. I'm sure professional 
athletes, models or actors have all 
experienced life under the spotlight. 
In contrast, the kids on 
American Idol are rookies. The 
transition they make from, say, 
singing in front of a mirror to 
belting songs out before large 
crowds, and judges and national 
TV is unimaginably huge. That's 
admirable stuff. Therefore, I have 
no choice but to give them the 
decisive edge. 
The Result? 
American Idol by a landslide. 
Of course, this whole matter is 
rather subjective. Some people like 
to watch Dancing with the Stars 
just because they like to watch 
celebrities or are interested in 
dancing, while others might aspire 
to be singers in the future and so 
choose to watch American Idol. But 
a logical comparison of the two, 
at least in my view, will give the 
decision to American Idol and thus 
justify the three million that prefer 
it over the competition. 
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Keep on puffin', Vancouver 
101 ways to smoke out a diva 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
Earlier last month, I was super pumped when it was days away from the Cannibal Corpse 
concert on April lO'h. This is a band I 
have a long history with and the fact 
that they were in town just made me 
ooze with excitement. The bottom line 
is that every time I'm around these 
guys, something happens and no matter 
what, a story comes of it. This time 
around was no different. 
The last few times I've seen 
Cannibal Corpse, I've had everything 
from injured limbs, to backstage 
passes; there's never been a boring 
Corpse show. Outside's pre-show party 
only further convinced me that tonight 
was going to be another one for the 
history books . 
The lead up to Good Friday's 
evening events began as usual, with 
swarms of metal heads that blast music 
from their vans and down a couple 
o' brews before the show outside. 
But inside the CCC, a completely 
different tale was being spun with a few 
shockers upon entry. 
First off, no beer garden. The entire 
event was as dry as English humour, 
and nowhere near as funny. Alcohol 
and heavy metal go together like peanut 
butter and bananas; both are equally 
enjoyable on their own, but together 
they create an entirely new experience. 
The next upset dealt with the 
renovations that took place. Sure, 
the place looks nicer and is more 
aesthetically pleasing, but there seems 
to be a lack of a water fountain, seating 
and standing space. The main areas at 
the CCC consist of the concert hall, the 
foyer, the beer garden, and the smoke 
pit. The concert hall is where the merch 
tables, canteen, and stage are . The foyer 
and the beer garden are two places 
away from the noise but still indoors 
if you feel like socializing or having 
a drink. Without a beer garden, and 
the new 15-foot wide display box, the 
amount of people that can fit into that 
space is on par with sardines. 
I headed outside while my friends 
had a smoke and I was greeted with 
more upsetting news. The smoke 
pit had been reduced in size to be 
about half of what it had been in the 
past, making it much more cozy and 
friendly to people . The availability 
came as a shocker too, with the doors 
leading outside being shut during all 
performances. "No smokers until in a 
break in the program," the bouncers 
would tell people. I'm not huge on 
smoking, but don't you think that 
kind of limiting to a person's basic 
freedoms? 
A few days before this concert, 
Britney Spears left the stage at GM 
Place due to the amount of smoke 
surrounding the Stage. Official reports 
said that it was cigarette smoke, but 
Ms. Spears said at the end of the night, 
"Don't smoke weed!" 
With stricter substance laws, 
smokers get the butt end. 
GM Place officially closed 
its smoke pit due to health 
concerns. These health 
concerns deal with people 
smoking directly around 
you and affecting your 
lungs with second hand 
smoke. 
Wait a minute .. . If 
you're in a smoke pit, 
then logically, you'd be 
smoking right? I mean, 
Hey, why do you think 
we're in here?! 
isn't that the reason for you ~o~~~::.....--.......... -~~""!":"-....,..._~...._~"l!-~r-.. 
to be out there? If you don't want to 
be around smoke, then don't go into a 
designated area for smokers. 
These health laws are prejudice 
towards smokers, and I don't think that 
it's fair to the rest of us. Like I've said 
before, I'm not huge on smoking, but 
when smoking becomes a restriction 
against my will, then something 
needs to be said. Instead of smoking 
outside, around other smokers, people 
are deciding to smoke inside around 
everyone else, and that's a bigger health 
concern. 
I've heard arguments from people 
who go outside and don't smoke, and 
all I have to say to that is this: you are 
putting yourself around smokers, and if 
you don't like that then don't do it. It's 
called a smoking area for a reason, and 
you know full well the risk of putting 
yourself there. You have a choice in the 
matter, just like the smoker has a choice 
to light up or not. 
of tobacco, sweat and skunk filling 
my personal airspace. What some 
lawmakers fail to realize is that no 
matter what you do, people are going 
to use substances whether you like it or 
not. You can take away our beer garden, 
but we're still going to drink before or 
sometimes during the show. People are 
going to smoke whenever and whatever 
they want, and it's better that they do it 
in a designated area away from people 
who don't want anything to do with 
that. It seems that the government is 
attempting to phase out smoking from 
society all together with these stricter 
laws and anti-tobacco regulations. 
Yeah, good luck! 
The crowd was tame and timid and 
everyone complained, but regardless, 
the show was good and performances 
were top notch despite sobriety. Next 
time I go to a concert, I'm planning on 
sparking up inside,just out of spite! 
Who says nothing good comes out of New West? 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
L et's face it, this city is expired! New West is a place for newly-weds and nearly-deads, a place 
more or less for houses and parks, both 
of which are probably cemeteries. 
We have one high school and 
it's an 80-year-old asbestos-ridden 
building. No movie theatres, but plenty 
of bars and skanky clubs downtown. 
The two main shopping centers 
(Royal City Centre and the Quay) are 
almost entirely deserted by the general 
population. This place is undergoing 
renovations, and it will be another 10 
years until it's aesthetically pleasing 
again. 
So what's come out of New West 
in the last few years? Well, there's 
my old classmate Kyle Turris, who 
plays for the Phoenix Coyotes, a 
third-overall draft pick when he was 
18 years old. Lucky bastard got out 
16 
and went somewhere he can make six 
figures a year, wouldn't you? Finding 
a local celebrity or even something to 
be proud of is rare in this city, so when 
something comes around that is worth 
mentioning, we should jump on them 
and exploit the hell out of them just like 
any other city would .. . respectfully, of 
course. 
Way to Go, Einstein is a band from 
New Westminster who is releasing 
their second LP, Pseudonym, at the end 
of the month on Submerged Records. 
Aside from some sessions done at the 
Hive Studios in Vancouver, this album 
was largely recorded right in their dirty 
jam space here in New West. 
With influences ranging from 
Coldplay, Muse, and The Decembrists, 
Way to Go, Einstein sound like 
Radiohead if they played in more 
eclectic time signatures. Songs such as 
"Everywhere You Turn" and "Parallax" 
are both in 7/8 time, with an interesting 
groove and floating synths. Soaring 
vocals with driving guitar riffs create 
a nice contrast that holds the listener's 
ear and make the music pleasing to 
listen to. 
"Shiver in the Sun" and "Victory" 
are good examples of the band's 
complex simplicity. Earlier songs 
contain intricate drum groves and 
synthesizers for atmosphere, but 
on these tracks, a breakdown is 
appreciated with just piano and voice 
and scarcely any other instrumentation. 
This just goes to show how the group 
pays attention to songwriting as well 
as creating a sound with their musical 
abilities. 
The closing tracks on the album 
are slower m,oving ballads that focus 
heavily on the atmospheric rock side of 
their music. The final track, "Epilogue," 
has a resolved feeling to it with moving 
drums in triple meter. 
Way to Go, Einstein are playing 
the Biltmore Cabaret on May 29'h to 
celebrate the release of this new LP, and 
I strongly suggest giving them a day in 
court with your ears. For fans of indie 
and experimental music, this is almost 
a must for you, and if you live in New 
West and don't know about these guys, 
check out their MySpace. 
So fear not, people of the NW, 
at least we've got this to hold over 
Burnaby's head. 
Cranking it to 11 with acoustic guitars 
Cult film stars hit it big with unplugged tour 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
Ah, the parody; one of the fundamental foundations for decent comedy. Imitation has 
always been known as the most sincere 
form of flattery, but in the case of Spinal 
Tap (one of this group's aliases) it has 
become their career. 
You may remember them as 
The Folksmen, or their heavy metal 
counterparts Spinal Tap, but Christopher 
Guest, Michael McKean and Harry 
Shearer are still some of the funniest 
people in comedy today. Movies such 
as Waiting for Guffman, For your 
Consideration, A Mighty Wind and 
the Vancouver-filmed Best in Show 
are among their creations, each with 
a similar ensemble cast under the 
direction of Christopher Guest. 
On Friday,April17'h, the trio 
broke a 20-year musical hiatus with the 
kickoff to their North American tour 
at Vancouver's Centre for Performing 
Arts. Fans lined up early, dressed 
accordingly with wigs, guitars, signs 
and cucumbers. 
Shortly after 8 p.m. the show began 
with an a cappella folk song shortly 
followed by somewhat unfamiliar yet 
hysterical cover of Spinal Tap's raunchy 
hit, "Hell Hole." As the night continued, 
more hallowed bawdy versions of the 
heavy metal groups songs were played 
by the much-aged comedians, including 
"Bitch School" and the ever-so-popular 
"Stonehenge." 
This being the 30-year anniversary 
of the creation of Spinal Tap, and the 
25-year celebration of the release of 
their movie, This is Spinal Tap, much 
of the evening was focused on that 
era. Spinal Tap was aired on Saturday 
Night Live several times, and most 
of the movie was censored due to 
restrictions on television content. 
As Michael McKean held up a black 
binder, he said, "We have in these books 
an official copy of the cuts and editing 
mandatory for Spinal Tap to be aired 
on national television." For the next 
few minutes, the group stated the cuts 
chronologically over elevator music 
and this was perhaps the pinnacle of the 
evening's events. 
One of their more recent films, A 
Mighty Wind, was based on folk music 
and tunes such as "Eat at Joe's" and 
"Never Did No Wandering" rung out 
with the crowd. This element of the 
show was the most diverse; after all, on 
what bill will you get heavy metal and 
folk songs that everyone appreciates? 
"This is the minimalist version 
of this song," McKean commented 
before the performance of a jazzed-
up "Big Bottom" with mouth trumpet 
and didgeridoo solos by Christopher 
Guest. The pun in the song is that it is 
performed with nothing but bass and 
drums, and at its last performance, 
a charity gig at Wembly Stadium, 
aproximately 30 bassists from all the 
performing acts played it in time. This 
time around, a single stand-up bass and 
an expressive dancer along with finger 
snaps was unique. 
Other antics included giving a 
member of the audience 3D glasses 
and having them stand in front of the 
stage while the hippy song "(Listen 
to the) Flower People" was played. 
A question and answer section of the 
program let the audience get interactive 
with the band and got some interesting 
information out of them. 
After several more tunes, and a few 
more shenanigans, the trio ended on a 
high note with a finale of the title track 
of 2003's A Mighty Wind. It's hard to be 
raunchy and make a career out of it, but 
some people are just talented at it. After 
all, who else could have come up with 
the song title "Lick My Love Pump?" 
Live long and prosper 
Greatest science fiction series 
makes waves on the big screen 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
For years, nerds have ruled their own worlds. There are several races among the 
nerd population: the Lord of the 
Rings freaks, Dungeons & Dragons 
wizards, World of Warcraft garners, 
Star Wars fanatics , and then, there are 
the Trekkies. 
Trekkies are some of the most 
respectable throughout the nerd 
universe, and appear in two forms . 
The closet Trekkie is quiet and 
subtle about their dedication to the 
starship Enterprise, and probably 
has an old box of VHS tapes in their 
garage of the original episodes. Their 
opposite is the ever-so-noticeable 
Flaming Trekkie . A Flaming Trekkie 
remembers the coordinates of planet 
Vulcan on a space map, and has a 
damn good sense of direction aboard 
the Enterprise. 
To remake the historic tale of 
one of the most extraordinary series 
of all time is not an easy feat, and 
is one that could end up in praise or 
crucifixion. For J .J. Abrams, director 
of this latest installment, none of the 
latter will be arranged. 
To say that Star Trek is the 
greatest science fiction series is to 
state a preference, but comparing it to 
other series can prove to most that it 
stands alone. Superb plot line, plenty 
of action and some unique futuristic 
toys are just some of the qualities that 
could turn one into a Trekkie. 
The film shares main character 
responsibilities between Spock 
and Jim Kirk, two of the youngest 
members of the Enterprise . Spock 
has a love affair, a new addition to 
the story that has some die-hard Star 
Trek fans upset. To me, a love affair 
was a good addition to the story and 
added to Spock's depth as a half 
human, half Vulcan. The female 
involved in the love affair's name 
is "Ahora" and it kind of describes 
some of her raunchy actions. 
While some fans are going to 
lazily get around to seeing Star Trek, 
it seems that anyone that knows 
anything about the series is plannlng 
on seeing it sooner rather than later. 
Opening weekend was epic with one 
of the biggest anticipated openings 
of the summer. Finally, pimple-faced 
teenage virgins had something to 
look forward to on a weekend, some 
even seeing it seven times in one day. 
So what does this film resemble 
through a historical lens? Well, Star 
Wars: Episode I proved that George 
Lucas has ruined a perfectly good 
trilogy. While technically brilliant, 
the Matrix sequels did not live up to 
the magic of the original movie, and 
taught everyone a valuable lesson: 
excessive bullet time does not a good 
film make. 
With loads of fans that will be 
dedicated regardless of the outcome 
and countless critics that have 
nothing but good reviews, Star Trek 
is compelling, creative and complete. 
If sci-fi is your game, then no other 
film this summer will thrill you and 
draw you in as much as this perfectly 
executed picture. 
Thinking otherwise is simply 
illogical. 
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By Mark Fisher 
Most superheroes are American. That shouldn't come as a surprise, as the USA is where the comic book industry has 
its origins . Americans love their icons, and their 
symbols. Superman grew up in America's heartland 
in a blue-collar family. Batman is able to fight crime 
and have all his nifty gadgets because he's a rich 
American capitalist (same goes for Iron Man). Peter 
Parker, better known as Spider-Man, is a typical 
American nerd (and a large part of his popularity 
comes from how similar he is to the average nerdy 
comic book fan) . Captain America is a reflection of 
America's pride and its cou_rage, and the days when 
America never had to question itself. Almost every 
important comic book hero created from the 1940s to 
the 1960s-the boom period of comic books- was 
a good ol' apple pie-eating, flag-waving, baseball-
watching, tax-paying Yankee, with the exception of 
heroes of mythological origin, like Wonderwoman and 
Thor. 
Wolverine first appeared in 1974, in an issue of 
The Incredible Hulk , who was having an adventure 
in the Canadian 
A part of our heritaueil wilderness. The cover reads "HE'S HERE! 
The world 's The origins ot a Canadian superhero first and greatest CANADIAN 
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SUPER-HERO!" 
As the years have gone by, this Canadian superhero 
made the X-Men the most popular and highest-
selling comic book in the world. X-Men became the 
team series that every other team superhero book 
imitated. It spawned more spinoffs than one can count, 
and later, hit movies and popular cartoon shows . 
Wolverine's mysterious origin became such a cause 
for speculation that now almost every hero has a 
mysterious past of their own. So how did a Canadian 
end up becoming one of the most popular superheroes, 
and arguably the driving force of the comic book 
industry for the past 35 years? 
The year was 1975 . Marvel Comics, the upstart 
company that created huge hit series in the 1960s, 
such as Fantastic Four, The Avengers, The Incredible 
Hulk, Daredevil and most importantly, The Amazing 
Spider-Man, had gone through a rapid growth period, 
but it was starting to cool off. Looking to continue 
their newly found leadership in the industry, they 
decided to revive their cancelled series, X-Men . That's 
right, the comic book series that would eventually 
become the biggest series in the world, and now one 
of the biggest film franchises, was cancelled due to 
lack of readers back in the late '60s. The original run 
had only lasted for 66 issues , and characters such as 
Magneto, Cyclops, Beast, and Professor X were at one 
time headed to the trash heap of discontinued comic 
characters. The series was brought back with the same 
name, but a new team-both on the pages and behind 
them. X-Men was a series about mutants, who were the 
next stage in evolution after humans and therefore had 
phenomenal powers, but faced discrimination because 
they were different. Professor X created the X-Men in 
the hope that mutant superheroes would help humans 
accept mutants and the two species could co-exist. 
The original series failed to catch on, partially due to 
the fact that all the "mutants" who "didn't fit in" were 
good looking white American teenagers. 
Thus, for the new line-up, the writers decided to 
make sure the team didn't look like an episode of The 
Brady Brunch. They upped the freak factor and made 
sure every character would stick out, even when they 
weren't in a costume. And to make sure the team was 
as different as possible from the old, they made sure 
not a single new member was American. In addition 
to the Canadian Wolverine, other members on the 
new and improved X-Men were Storm (Egyptian), 
Nightcrawler (German), Collossus (Russian), and 
Shadowcat (British). 
Each different nationality on the team served 
a different purpose. Wolverine was chosen to be 
Canadian because they needed a member with a 
wild side, and despite the fact that Canadians are 
usually seen as politer than Americans, we also 
are a country with a vast wilderness where there is 
no trace of civilization, even to this day. From any 
major city in Canada, you' re never far away from the 
great outdoors , where wild animals rule and human 
laws don 't exist. Because he was from the Canadian 
wilderness , Wolverine 's animal instincts and inner 
beast were always just beneath the surface , and these 
traits are what made him so popular. On some level 
many of us are conflicted with the battle between our 
animal side and society's rules, but we have to make 
the best of it. That's what Wolverine symbolizes. 
Superheroes used to be about upholding the 
law and doing what was right. In the late '60s and 
early '70s, it started to become clear that those 
weren't always the same thing. When America 
started to question its beliefs and its actions in the 
1970s- specifically with the Civil Rights Movement, 
the Vietnam War, Watergate , the Cold War, etc., they 
needed a superhero that would question the law but 
would try to do the right thing the best he could. 
Wolverine would become that hero. What better place 
to be from could there be to have someone who would 
question the laws and of America, and to battle against 
what was wrong about it, while still fighting to protect 
what was good about it, than America 's neighbour and 
closest ally? 
May 1st marked the release of X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine in theatres. Wolverine has been the feature 
character of each X-Men film, but this movie gives his 
character a chance to be explored without all the other 
members of the team needing screen time as well. 
They delve into Wolverine's hidden past, which was 
only hinted at in the second X-Men movie, including 
his brutal childhood, his life in the wild, and his 
stint in the US Army. Because Wolverine has always 
been one of the more violent comic book heroes out 
there, the movie doesn't go long without a fight, but 
it still manages to contain story points about mutants 
being treated as less than human. The movie leaves 
Wolverine's Canadian origin intact, and a good chunk 
of the action ~kes place north of the 49th Parallel. My 
favourite moment of the film is was when Wolverine's 
former army commander tries to bring him back into 
the fold by telling him that his country needs him, and 
his fitting response is to simply say: "I'm Canadian." 
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Thomas deserves every penny 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
Sports are filled with feel-good stories and hoc"key is no exception. Perhaps the best story in the NHL right now is 
the emergence of Boston Bruins goaltender 
Tim Thomas , who has to be considered 
hockey's version of Rocky Balboa. 
Thomas , 34, was recently signed to a 
new four-year contract extension worth $20 
million . The deal will pay him $6 million in 
his first and second seasons followed by $5 
million in year three and $3 million in the 
final year. 
To say the least, this is a much-
deserved reward for Thomas, who earned a 
relative pittance of $1.1 million this season 
while delivering Vezina Trophy-calibre play 
over a campaign that saw the Bruins clinch 
first place in the Eastern Conference. 
Despite being one of the older players 
in the NHL, Thomas is only now getting 
established as a veteran star. After being 
drafted in the ninth round , 217'h overall way 
back in 1994, Thomas took the scenic route 
to the NHL, to put it lightly. Over the course 
of his professional career he 's suited up in 
several different minor league circuits for 
multiple teams and has traveled to Finland 
to play a number of times. 
After battling for Boston's AHL 
affiliate, the Providence Bruins , in 2004, 
Thomas returned once again to Finland 
during the lockout of 2005 . Thomas found 
stardom there and dominated the league 
en route to being named the league's 
MVP. Instead of taking the safe path and 
remaining in Finland , Thomas decided 
to give North America one more shot 
and resumed playing for Providence at 
the beginning of the 2005-06 campaign. 
Halfway through the year he was called up 
to the Boston Bruins and he's been there 
ever since. 
After joining the club on a permanent 
basis, Thomas was expected to be nothing 
more than an experienced back up for 
starter Andrew Raycroft , but Thomas had 
other plans . After Raycroft faltered , Thomas 
seized his opportunity and managed to play 
38 games. Since then, the start of every 
season has remained the same. The Bruins 
have a hot shot young goaltender given the 
"goalie of the future" tag and Thomas is 
booked to ride the bench. And every season 
the same thing happens: Tim Thomas 
outplays everyone else , from Raycroft to 
Hannu Toivonen to Manny Fernandez, 
and as the years have progressed, so has 
his game. Thomas' stats have improved 
across the board year by year and have 
reached their pinnacle this season. He has 
five shutouts and an NHL best .933 saves 
percentage to go along with a sparkling 
2.07 GAA that is right up there in the upper 
echelon as well. Despite these tremendous 
numbers, Thomas was left off of the fan 
polling list for the league's annual all-star 
game. 
Thomas has made a career of beating 
the odds and coming back, no matter what 
the situation. Each and every year he's 
proved a sea of critics wrong and with a 
new contract in hand, it looks like he'll be 
an NHL staple for years to come. 
Pacquiao proves he's the best 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
I t was supposed to be the ultimate fight of 2009. It was supposed to be an epic war between two of the best boxers on the 
planet today. It was supposed to prove who 
truly is the best pound-for-pound combatant 
out there . 
Well , Manny Pacquiao vs. Ricky Hatton 
was certainly decisive , and it left little doubt 
in anyone's mind as to who really is the best 
in the world. 
Pacquiao, the 30-year-old warrior from 
the Philippines, annihilated the 30-year-oid 
Englishman Hatton. Heading into the bout, 
the fight looked hard to handicap. The odds 
seemed pretty even. Pacquiao was dominant 
over Oscar De Le Hoya in a match that 
earned him the moniker of the world 's best 
boxer from Ring magazine back in December, 
but De Le Hoya was washed up and didn't 
exactly pose a challenge. Meanwhile, Hatton 
entered Saturday with an impressive 45-1 
record and as a powerful force in the light-
welterweight division. 
Pacquiao destroyed Hatton. The highly 
hyped match that took place at the MGM 
Grand in Las Vegas was reminiscent of 
a late '80s Mike Tyson fight. Pacquiao 
came out flying and scored two convincing 
knockdowns in the first round, both of which 
Hatton rose from. 
Hatton barely made it to the bell but 
came out for the second looking confident. 
That feeling didn' t last long though as 
Pacquiao, who fights southpaw, confused 
Hatton with a right jab before landing a 
thunderous left hand that could have shook 
the gates of Hell open, right on the jaw. The 
blow was so devastating that Hatton's jaw 
moved about three solid inches. His eyes 
rolled back and his hands dropped . Hatton 
didn ' t rise from the mat for a full ten minutes 
afterwards. 
The question now becomes , what's 
next for Pacquiao? With the destruction of 
Hatton, he improves to 49-3-2 and has only 
one notable name left to truly prove that he 's 
the best in the world , Floyd Mayweather. 
Mayweather has recently announced his 
return from a brief one-year retirement and 
is set to fight Juan Manuel Marquez on July 
7'h .Assuming the undefeated Mayweather, 
who currently sits with a 39-0 record at age 
32, beats Marquez, all roads seem to lead 
to a superfight clash between Pacquiao and 
Mayweather. 
As good as Pacquiao is, he'll be in tough 
against Mayweather, who can lay a legitimate 
claim to being in the top five pound-for-pound 
fighters in history. 
Mayweather has never lost and has 
KO'ed 25 of his opponents . His last fight also 
came against Hatton, where he scored a tenth 
round knockout. Like Pacquiao, he 's among 
the fastest boxers in the world. Both have 
tremendous hand and foot speed and both can 
sneak in bombs from out of nowhere . 
Pacquiao's trainer hinted at a 
Mayweather-Pacquiao clash somewhere down 
the line and if it ever does come together, it 
could be a fight that comes along once in a 
generation. 
Canucks' top prospects are excelling 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
W ho says Vancouver doesn't have great prospects? They may not have the depth of young players like Chicago does or the absolute cream of the crop like the Los Angeles 
Kings, but the Canucks are certainly doing alright for themselves with 
goaltender Cory Schneider and Brampton Battalion center Cody Hodgson. 
Schneider, who plays with Vancouver 's AHL affiliate, the Manitoba 
Moose, recently won the Aldege Bastien Memorial Award as the AHL's 
best goaltender for this season. In 40 regular season games in hockey's 
top-level minor league, Schneider led the league with an impressive 2.04 
GAA with finished with a sparkling .928 saves percentage , good enough to 
top the AHL. He also posted five shutouts, which placed him third in the 
league . Despite his relatively low games played total, he was still ranked 
sixth in the league for wins with 29 
This was a resurgent season for Schneider, who came to the 
Canucks with the 26th overall draft pick in the 2004 NHL entry draft out 
of Boston College. Last year was a tough one for the big stopper from 
Marblehead, Massachusetts. He had a rough time adjusting to the pro 
game and acclimating to the increased road schedule. His play faltered and 
Manitoba's other goalie, Drew Macintyre, excelled. Schneider ended up 
playing just 36 games . 
He played a similar number of games this year, but that wasn't 
because of poor play. When Roberto Luongo went down with a lengthy 
injury earlier in the season, Schneider was called upon by the Canucks . He 
was shaky while splitting games with Curtis Sanford , but showed flashes of 
brilliance. After returning to Manitoba, Schneider, 23, continued to improve 
and wound up leading a strong Moose team to a division title. Over the 
entire season , Schneider allowed more than three goals in just five games . 
With play like that, it's no wonder he was named to the 2008-09 AHL first 
all-star team. 
Meanwhile, Cody Hodgson hasn't exactly been slouching either. This 
year The Hockey News named him as the second best NHL prospect in the 
world behind Columbus' Anze Kopitar. Hodgson was drafted lQ'h overall 
last summer and was the last cut to make the team. Unlike a lot of players 
who get returned to the minors or juniors , Hodgson didn't sit around 
and pout. Saying that he 's had a breakout season this year would be an 
understatement. After leading the World Junior Championships in scoring 
and being a driving force behind Canada's gold medal effort, Hodgson 
put together a 23-game point scoring streak that included a remarkable 40 
points in that period. He was the MVP of the OHL all-star game and has 
twice been named the OHL player of the month this year. In 53 regular 
season games this year Hodgson had 43 goals, 49 assists and 92 points, 
, ; which put him fourth in the league scoring race. He led the BattaliO!J. in 
scoring and became the first player in franchise history to post back-to-
hack 40 goal campaigns. He also proved that he's a clutch player'as over a 
quarter of his goals (11) were game winners. 
.The annual OHL coach's poll was very favourable to Hodgson as well. 
He was named the league's smartest player for the second straight season · 
' and also won for top faceoff man, best penalty killer and the har~est shot. 
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How is the BC government doing 
on your priorities? 
Government Revenue from Tuition Fees 2001-2009 
$I ,100M 
$880M 
$660M 
$440M 
$220M 
$OM 
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
On May 12, 2009 it's your turn to decide. 
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